
10 Mark without item 

TIMING

12 minutes 

PAPER

All Papers 
Theory and 

Methods & Topics 

MARKS 
BREAKDOWN

AO1: Knowledge 5

AO2: Application 3

AO3: Analysis / Evaluation 2

EXAMPLE QUESTION: 

Outline and explain TWO strengths of the functionalist view of 

society.

COMMAND WORDS

Outline and Explain 

• Show off your sociological 

knowledge. 

• Give two different and distinct points. 

• Identify the answer to the question.

• Teach your reader about the point. 

• Application: Sociologists, Examples, 

Studies etc. 

STRUCTURE 

5- 6 sentences per paragraph.

• IDENTIFY your answer.

• EXPLAIN – teach the reader 

using sociological language 

and knowledge.

• LINK back to the question.

• APPLY – where it fits.

• Evaluating the point.

• Points are too similar.

• Assuming knowledge of the reader

• Lacking any application.

COMMON MISTAKES


